AESOP AND RHODOPE                                           VJ
of a sleek and quiet animal, half-fox, half-ass, named ^lopiconos. At one time he seems fox almost entirely ; at another, almost entirely ass.
Rhodope.    And can he speak?
Aesop.   Few better.
Rhodope.    Are the Phrygians, contented with him?
Aesop. They who raised him to power and authority rub their hands rapturously: nevertheless,. I have heard several of the principal ones, in the very act of doing it, breathe out from closed teeth, 'The cursed fox I' and others, 'The cursed ass I'
Rhodope.   What has he done?
Aesop. He has made the nation the happiest in the world, they Jell us.
Rhodope.    How?
Aesop. By imposing a heavy tax on the necessaries of life, and making it quite independent.
Rhodope. Oh Aesop! I am ignorant of politics, as of everything else. We Thracians are near Phrygia: our kings, I believe, have not conquered it: what others have?
Aesop. None: but the independence which Alopiconos has conferred upon it, is conferred by hindering the corn of other lands, more fertile and less populous,, from entering it, until so many of the inhabitants have died of famine and disease, that there will be imported just enough for the remainder.
Rhodope. Holy Jupiter! protect my country! and keep for ever its asses and its foxes wider apart!
Tell me more. You know many things that have happened in the world. Beside the strange choice you just related, what is the most memorable thing that has occurred in Phrygia since the Trojan war?
Aesop. An event more memorable preceded it: but nothing since will appear to thee so extraordinary.
Rhodope.   Then tell me only that.
Aesop. It will interest thee less, but the effect <is more durable ihan of the other. Soon after the dethronement of Saturn, with-